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Reading and Writing Reflection
My experiences in reading and writing have been influenced by my desire to learn English. The main goal is to learn English to the highest possible level. I understand that learning a new language, especially one as complex as English, takes time and requires me to be patient in order to understand it properly. I have gone through several experiences as I try to improve my reading and writing. Some experiences have been bad because there were times when I felt confused and did not know how to move forward. Other experiences have been good because I have a great desire to be fluent in English and I have been proud to see myself making progress. My experiences have made me realize that I need to be more involved in reading and writing if I am to become better at English.
Writing is now considered as simply a process that one needs to do to complete a requirement by the professor. People seem to be more focused on information than enlightenment. Writers are not equipped to speak and write persuasively, understand difficult ideas, and hold different perspectives. My experiences in writing have reflected this issue that many writers have today. Before beginning this course, I was among the many writers who did not want to go through the effort of seeking enlightenment. I was more focused on answering the topic question or meeting the text requirement as specified by the tutor. It means that most of the time I did not want to make the effort of ensuring that what I wrote was not only meeting the instructions of the assignment, but also helping me improve my understanding of the topic. I was not very motivated to view the text from different angles and address ideas from the views of others. Since English is not my first language, writing has become like learning a new language when writing at a high level. While English is taught in many schools in my home country, it is not my first language, and I was not fluent in it before taking this course. My basic understanding of the language continues to improve as I take more time to learn new writing techniques.
My experiences in reading have been challenging because I have had to learn English as a child would learn language from the earliest stages of school. My experiences in writing relate to what I read and how I read those texts. In my childhood, my favorite books to read were fictional stories. Those were my favorite kind of novels. The older I grew, the more interested I became in non-fiction books and research pieces on various topics such as environmental pollution and corruption scandals. For the duration this course, I have read texts by different authors discussing writing as a skill and profession. During my earlier years as a student and general reader, I did not read with the aim of identifying the different concepts that the author may be trying to highlight. I usually only read books without a real purpose, this applied to both fiction and non-fiction books. This attitude to reading was for both my native language and when I started learning English. However, I can now say that I am improving my reading ability. I can now analyze a literary work and identify what the author is trying to point out. I am now also aware that many authors tend to make points which are not openly obvious to all readers. Sometimes one has to read between the lines to understand the different ideas that the author wants to put across to the audience. 
Writing to learn is a skill that has become important to me during my classes. From the experiences I have gained, I understand that it is a technique that can greatly improve the ability of the student to think creatively. This skill helps to enhance critical thinking skills such as synthesis of ideas and analysis of the subject matter. It also helps develop skills in reflection, careful reading, discovery and solving of problems, and integration of new information with prior knowledge. These are all skills that will help me become more engaged during the writing process. Writing becomes more just a need to complete an assignment. It is now a personal challenge to deepen my knowledge and improve my thinking capacity. I should consider both what I can gain from the assignment and what the reader stands to gain from the final written product. Writing to learn will help me achieve both these goals as it makes a student or writer become a part of the conversation. From my experiences, I learned how to contribute more effectively to the topic because I was more aware of different perspectives of the topic. Writing to learn is a tool that enables me to become more immersed in the subject matter. I have been able to enhance my basic writing skills and improve other important skills such as synthesis, analysis, reflection, integration of information, and careful reading. I was also able to identify diverse views held by different authors and held by different members of any audiences. Through this information, I have developed an understanding of opposing ideas or similar ideas with additional solutions. However, I am very aware that my skills in writing and reading are still only at the basic level. I have a long path to continue on but I believe that from my experiences up to this point, I will be able to improve my grasp of English if I work hard at it.
Through the good and bad experiences I have had in reading and writing, I have an idea of how to improve my skills. I have identified an important skill that I want to apply in both reading and writing. The ability to become more informed when writing is a skill I had never thought to be a critical skill. I now understand its importance. It is also necessary for me to use reading to become more informed about different concepts. No matter which topic I am reading about, I need to be more aware of the ideas of the author and how they may be connected with one another or with other topics.
